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Baudelaire ~ 1855

Like ~11 my friends I have tried more than once to lock myself up within a
system in order ito preach there 2t my ease.Bub a system is kind of damnztion
which forces one to pernotu~l recantation:it is always necessary to be
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inventing o new one,and the drudgefy involved is a cruel panishment. (The Mirror

of Art) . N Nes ~\.‘\m . AT Powlira. R

Perls ~ Gestalt Prayer

I do my thing.and you do your thing,

I am not in this world to live up to your expectations.
And you are not in this world to live up to mine.

You are you and I am I.

And if Dby chance we find each other,it's beautiful.

If not,it can't be helped.

Peter Marin ~ The Open Truth and Iiery Veheménce of Youth.,

What is really shared among members of a particular culture is & condition,a kind of
internal 'landscape’ sthe psychic shape that a particular time and place assumes
within a man as the extent and limit of his perceptions,dreamsyand pleasure and
Paing e

I am tryine to surround you,I see that,I am tryinc to make with these words a kind of
city so natural,so fomiliar,that the other world, the one that appears to be,will

look by comparison absurd and flat,limited,unnecessary... Perhaps,as in the myth,
Aphrodite can rise only wheme Cronos' testicles have fallen into the sea.

(The Cénter Magazine,January 1969;reprinted sThe Movement
Toward 2 New America,ed, Midichell Goodman,1970)

Stravinsky -

The true purpose of linear historicism is simply to open up more Midwestern
territories of the mind to Ph.D. candidates,..

William Carlos Williams — I Janted to Brite a Poem (1958) p. 22

Paterson V must be written.... Poterson 1V ends with the protagonist breaking through
the bushes,identifying himself with the land,with America, He finally will die

but it can't be categorically stated that death ends anything., When you're through
with sex,with ambition,what can an o0ld man create ? Art,of course,a piece of art

that will go beyond him into the lives of young people,the people who haven't

had time to create. The old man mects the young people and lives on.

Robert Duncan - From the Day Boolk (p.41)

we can know or imagine no more &bout the good of the poem thanw know or imagine
about the good of the society.

(Oripin 10 :second series,July 1963)
e ———————

Pound = A Stray Document

Phanopoeia:" an intellectunl and emotional complex in an instant of time,which gives
that sense of sudden liberation;that sense of of freedom from time limits
and space limits;that sense of sudden growth,. ., :

Willism Carlos Williams = The Poem ns o Field of Action (1948

How can we accept Hinstein's theory of relatavity,affecting our very conceplbion of
the heavens about us of which poets write so much,without incorporating its
essential fact ~the relativity of measurements - into our own category of activity:
the poem,Do we think we stand outgide the universe ?



Robert Duncan - Nishts and Days 1

In the map of stars we begen to map ourselves,Our projection of what we are
wad@lsdg first poetry.A first making of a thing or image that projected a
spiritual form in what we did not know.,Well... There must have been anothen
projected spirtual form -~ not only this but also this = when the adam named
vheir {things and kinds of the earth,another network of sticks and stones
"that never hurt one". In our literary listings and groupings,we are doing
all of that,nothing more.We make constellations in poetry that are,if they
be anything,linked by gender,works of our selves then,ideograms of spirit,of
when and where what we are is happening.

(Sumag 1,1963)

Michel Foucault = The Order of Things (1966,trans.1970) xvii

What has been removed,in short,is the famous 'orerating table';and rendering
torhaymond Rousse;]a small part of what is still his due,I use that word
"$able' in two superimposed senses:the nickel~plated,rubbery table swathed
in white,glittering beneath a glass sun devouring all shadow =the table where,for
an instant,perhaps for-ever,the umbrella emcébunters the sewing-machine;
and also a table,a labula,that enables thought to operzte upon the entities
of our world,to put them in order,to divide them into classesyto group them
according to names that designate their similarities and their differences =
the table upon which,since the beginning of time ,language has intersected
space,
++.that there is a worse kind of disorder than that of the incongruous, the
linking d6gether of things that are inappropriate;I mean the disorder in
which gragments of a large number of possible orders glitter separately in
the dimension;without law or geometry,of the heteroclitejand that word should
be taken in its mosIiteral,etymological sense:in such a state, things are
'laid', 'placed’, 'arranged' in sites so very different from qQne another thait
it is impossible to find a place of residence for them,to define a common
locus beneath them all.

ReDeLaing= The Politics of Experience(1967) p.15

The other person's behaviour is an experience of mine. My behaviour is an
experience of the other.The task &f social phenomenology is to relate my
experience of the other's behaviour to the other's experience of my behaviour.
Its study d8 the relations between experience and experience :its true field
is inter-experience,

William Bverson (Brother Antoninus) ~ Earth Poetry (1970)

No matter how skillfully you employ the mastery of environment in the uses of
environment,as long as your &ttitude does not transcend the merely operative,
the mere Ly utilitarian,you will be constructing only another kind of edifice,
man's triumph rather than nature's triumph.... the danger in a triumphant
ecology is the secularization of nature,rather than the sacralization of man
through nature,vhich it properly ought to mean....

The correct management of natural resources can never mean the recovery of
nature.For the recovery of nature can only come through contemplation,and
contemplation,while it has no quarrel with management in the sense of
forebearance,certainly does have a gquarrel with management in the sense of
business.

(Sierra Club Bulletin yJuly 1970;repiinted ag o pamphlet,Qyez,1971)




Olson,

The voet who explores the me-nine of the ternm polig,the city in history = throuch
the principle of unlimited coherence - "limits are what any one of us finds himself
inside of" -

Walter Ong - The Presence of the Word,1967 -~ "The word remains for us at root a mystery,

a datun in the sense-world existine in closest associ~tion with that other mystery which

is understanding itself.”

Olson the poct of the word's possibilities for the essentizlly nonverbal

nature of the b:sic vroposition and the humsn life.

LeS.Dembo - Concentions of Re~lity in Modern Americon Pootry,1966 —p.213 - ", ,.Maximus

74

"the man in the world"—zn zccur-te enough epithet if it is taken to suggest poetic—
colloquial revelation of nuture,history, self - or conversely,the expension of
personzl speech to universzl logos.”
Olson - laximus 1V - "Maximus %o Gloucester,Letter 27 (vithheld]" - ‘
An American

iz a complex of occasions,

themselves a geometry

of sp=tial nature.

I have this sense,
th=t I am one ' -
with ny skin
Plus this - »nlus tpis:
that forever the geography
which lexns in
on m~r I compell

baclwards I compgll Gloucester

in this

Olson— The Maxinus Porng - "Dha Soncs of Maximus - Sone 1" =

colored pictures
of all things to eat: dirty

ostcards.
¥ “ind words,wovds,words

"1l over overythinc~
o eyes or ears loft
to do thoir own doincs (11

invaded , cpproprinéed,oubraged ,all sensos

including bthe mind, thiat worlker on what is
And that other sens-
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mode to give even the most wrefched,or any of us,wretched,
that consolation (greaséd

lulled
even the street-cors
song
Olson ~ Propfioception p.16 — definition of theogony -

pPlacement of man and things amone all possibilitiez of creation,rather than
one zlone,of modern history,=nd politics,and 'science and literaiure,or arms,
the Indo-Zuropean chariot,and virum,the old epic.

-~ Czug»] vrtholooy p.2 -

that which exists through itself’ is what is c2lled meaning

Colin 0.8auer-Land and Life,ed. John Leighly,1967 —=n.3 -

The far corners of the New World are jumbled but resl museums of the remote
antiquity of man.Here,in the contemporary porulations,connon primordisl’ trﬁit Sy
physienl and cultural,sre preserved by which waves of colonization may be traced

that spread southward from the Alasken gatewey and began within the Ice Age.

Olson = The Moximus Pooms — '"Letter,iny 2,1959" -

eesl am interfused
with the rubbish

of crcaition...

oeinis step of”
onto the n-tion The sea
will rush over The ice
will drag boulders Conmerce .

was chonsed the fothometber

was invented here the present

is wors~ give nothing now your credence

start 21l over stev off the

Orontes onto land no Tyvhon

no understanding of a cave... .

Colin O.S~uer ="The Morsholory of Landscepe™ (Leichly ibid, p.349)-

Elhdt hapnens to m“n]t, vonrh the influcnce of his physical surroundings is beyond
the compatonce of the reosranhoriat most he mey keop informed »s to the physiologic
research in that field.VWhat n b

o1 does in an arcs becouse of bobu or totemism or
becouse of his own will involves us~ of environmeni rather than  the active agency

of the environm nt.

Fenollosa - Tho Chinese Written Chrorocter as a Medium for Postry —

The very soil of Chinese 1life seoms entongled in ihe roots of its speech....Their

ideogr-phs ar~ like Dloo&-muh_lol b wttle=flags to an old comprigner.Whth us, the
poet is the only one for whom the accumulated treasures of the race—words are real

HEg )

and active.Poctic language is always vibrant with fold on fold of overtones and with
-natural affinities.



yright Basis: form Tollows function - architeciure should be orgsnic with natur-1

enviroament. This basis is therefore the basgic inconsistency of his work: a Thoreau
rejection of rent for l=nd,money or manhood (the bages of capital w:,vithout an
adequate political and economiv theory of change in socinty or the city.He lived and
built capitalistically.His ideal,Broadaore City,is bosed on electrification,mechanical
mobility and organic architecture = dec ralized,intesrated = a definition of his
demo-ratic structure,But he believes in the "architeoctursl soloisi® ythe family as the
basis,the centre of -1l his worlis,and the house rather than the environment and the
community as the focus of living. Wright remained paternzlist and oligarchic.
In that vision of decentralizziion and reinterration lies our natural twentieth century
dawvn . (The Livine Citr,1958 —=v.26)

In the light of the spnce needs of the twentieth centurv we see Jchlmecitqlnot only

. ~o

simil=r inflamned exagrerations of tiscue but more and more painfully forced circul:tion,

omparable to hish blond pressure in the human systen. (The Livine Citv,p.33jl

Architecture is organic only beccuse it is intrinsic.In the reflex it seeks to gerve men
rather that to become a force trying to rule over him,Another resson why we say organic

architecture cultivaies "the sprce within" as a re2lity iastead of the roof and walls:

.

It is building from inside out yinstead of from outside ine..... The old city,already

distinctly dated by its own excess,is only further outmoded by every forced increase. Our

cess to good uses of good groundjan

,0p. 96 and 39)

nztural resource now is in new possibilities of

ac
agronomy intelligently administered. (The Livins City

s/,

o less thon an acre to each individual man,woman and child. (ibid).

To be of the twentieth century this ¢ city must be built in these comprehensive terms of

orsanic spiritusl need inste2d of the meum and tuum of a profit system. (ibid.p.152)

The ancient city naturally grew and existed as the greal aid and abettor of humon

intercourse.A eity became the immediate source of we~lth and pover by way of such human

intercourse as was essentisl %o social,industriﬂl,and financial growth.Only by

congregating thus in ageres: hiong,the vaster the agarcgotion  the better,could the fruits

of human living then best be hod. In thot day the real 1ife of the city loy in the stress

of individusl ties, the contrcts of suver-individuals, encountering upon other individuslities
- .

The electric spark of curinsity ~nd surprise was alone in the streets,in public meevings .

In the home it was found only ocr2sion 1ly as peonle concresabed there.All was excitingly

gregrrious and gregsarious in order to be exciting. (Autobiovranby,L945 n.319)
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Junford eef. David R,eimer -The ¢ity as Met phor - re cumning S, 70T, auden etel
The principle instruments of the Americon city are merely distraciions that take our eyes
off the environment,instead of ins'ruments which would helo us to mould it creatively as

‘4 i o L N . |
little a 1little nearer to humone hopes and dreams. (The City = in Herold F.Stearns, Civilig
ation in the Unifed Sit:sbes,1922 —p.9)

-

he lack of conscious ness of whot was happening and whot misht happen to the city as an

=

entity, this was one of the muin obstzcles to its sniritunl,hzs involved a widroning of the
H .

me=ns of communieation and cooner~tion. (The Tronslforasiion of 112n,1957 p.146 )

Ivery mistake inurban design th~t could be made was made by the now rroilroad enginecrs,ior
mom the movement of trains was more iwnortant than the hum'n objects achieved by that

movement. (The Citr in History,1961,p.525)

The world will not become a mneishtbourhood even if every port of it is bound by instont
communiciion and rapid tronsnortation,if the neightbourhood itself. as 2n ide~l and a social

form 1s =21llowed to disappear, (Th? Ironsformation of M-n,pn 150 ) ¢

Given the pressure to sink capitnl more ektensively into the undersround city,less moncy
becomes avail-ble for sp-cecard architectur~l beauty zbove groundjindeecd the next step in
the ecity's development,already undertaken in many Americon cities,is to extend the

princinl ‘s of the undersromd city even to the demion of buildings that are visibly above

ground,and so defeat art at every voint. (The Citr in Hisbtoryv,p.547 )

Universities exhibiting "the current metropolitdn vices of ove:rgrowth and nongestion,

dissocintion and dis unization”;( 1961 = The Cits dn

Jistory - Analysis No.56)

If the university is to funciion as th: organizing nucleus in the new urben implosion,it
;

must not merely decentralize and reorganize its focilities on a regionsl bagis...but undergo’
en inner transform-tion: from pedagogy to paideia,from science to wisdom,from detachment
to commitmnent Out of this will sprins a new system of learnin: ,a now attitude towards

every menifesi¥ation of life,as different from the science and technology founded by G=lileo,
Bacon,Descartes and Newbon as they were from the theology of Thomas Acquines.Without this
Great Instauration our nlans for city develonment will remnin sterile and superficisl.

( The City in History,p.545)

lleither fomily nor properiy nor vocs=iion-l respect nor 2n earned incomn nor sn identifiable
home helps the segresated disnlaced minority to resist further internal disintecr-tion.

(The Urbnon Prosnecl- foreword -1964)

The skys:r*por]is a sort of verticnl filing case with uniform windows,a uniforn fzeadn,

uniform nccomodetions,rising floor by floor in compebibion for light and air and above 21l

financirl prestige with other s'wyscrapers.  (The Ciby in History,n.535)

Now th~ great function of the city iz to pe rinib, indeed, to encournge and inecite, the groatest
auiaber of meebings ,encounters,chzl'encen,bebwern 211 vorsons,classes or orouns, providing
13 1t were 2 stage,upon which bhe dreom of life may be entcied ywith the actors taking their

burn oo spectotors and spectntorg ~s actors. ( Cul ture of Cities,1933 p ’O)




Meluhan
P b e s

the ide2l form of ny book would be an id~ogram,Or perhnos it could be a film;
but otherwise I c¢con find no way of ereating an inconclusive image that is
lineal and saquentisl.

- . 10 = ]

(see McLvhran Tlot and Cool,ed. Geraid lie3tearns,1963, p. 204)

But:llcLuhan desciibes the emvironmont ag "technolocicnl deirrminism" - he is a

"medi~a determinist® ( refs. = Richard Kostelanetz:”Msrshall lMcLuhan = A Hot

Apostle in 2 Cool Cul ture",Twenticth Century, Autumn, 1966 ;Andrew Tudor in

4

-

lediz Sociolo~v:i Reader,ed. Jeremy Tunstall )

=

Siddey Finkelstein - Sensgd and Jongenge of MeLuhon, 1964,

P.10 In exvounding his historical examples,licluh=n uniercuts =nd ignores
the entire er ative activity of humsan l-bour in changineg the world,
making it more adaptable to human ne~ds,discovering its secrets,
co-operatively alterine its environment,periodically_changing the
formation of socinty itself,..How these technolosies camne he doesn's
car~, Thoy cam~,mysteriously,and lo! the poor human being is caicht
in their crip.

Lewis Mumford -~ "-chnics and Civilization,1934 -0, 215 =

ih” g2ins in technics are nover resistered automaticolly in societyjthey require
equrlly adroit invenbions ~nd adaptations in voliticsjand the carcless habit of
atiributing t» mechanic 1 improverents a direct role as instruments of culture

and civilization ouis a demand upon the machine to wiich it cannot resnond.

( i.e.Like Darwin and Preud,licTuh=n omits the political and soci-l situstion for huion
beings, the nature of cultural process and choice).

inkelstein ~P.24 -

The fact is that to adwinist such an emnireEﬁ;th- Romnsn pirdyor the meyptian
umpire,for that matter,would hove been impossibl- without a mass of records,
chroniclesyand numbers of seribes,or in other words vithout some Torm of writin-~

on vaner And so it would be perfeetly valid to say , "without papyrus, there would
not have hern 2 Rom~n mpiro' But this is ouite difTerent fron seyins that
panyrus 'croated the Romsn fapire'. A real fact turns inio a gentralized untruth.

Helmhon -~ Undersiondine [1ndi~, 1964

- "

filectromarnetic tochunolor:- requires utber docility ~nd qui-scenca of medit~ntion
such as benefits ~n orronism that now wears its broin outside its s'aill and its
nerves outside its hid». II'n nmust serve his ecleciric technolosy with iho sane
Servomechanistic fidelity with which he served his coracle,his cano~,his
§ynogrophy »nd 11 oth-sr exbtensions of his physic:l orsons.Bub there is a
differencnr, that previous techaokories were porti-1 nnd froom-ntary,snd the
electric is tot~l and inclusive.

(ThereTore HieLuh'n oriti ises Funford's disiruat of th* michine as ~n onti-vital
force,simil v bo the ciby = the Noussesuist ponilionsin The Mechonicnl Bride,
1951,Meluha rof r in~ to lunford —

e

there is tho dubious agmom o bion that the oreornie in the onposite of th
mech nie 1, ProTessor lorbert Wiocner,maker of m chinie 1 brat 35 1
since 111 orconie chorvieterisgtics ¢nn now be mechonicnlly produced, the old

rvelry betwe n mechh™icn nd vikalign i Pinisied, (Dﬁ’?)
. 19 r =

T key freb is leluhon's comversion to Rom-n ¢ thol
system deliberately joined — he hog alvays tought ag [

"hilo=ovhie muide from The Gubeni

C inctibubions,snd hi

icipin,the universalizine
( o]
yore G lﬁzv,LQGP,onwards = and perhaps enrlicp -
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has beon Pierre meilhard de Chardin,the Jesuit sciontisi and cosmic evolutionist .

For the elecironic sg~,as de Chardin insisted,is not mecahnicel but organic,
and has little symo-thy with the values 2chieved throuch typography .
(Gutenbore,n.135)

i.e. licLuhan is the prophet of the technological elecironic exiensions of the body and
nervous system ag the extenison of man into that spatial universal'env 8y called
God.Db; de Chardin. Tha "elobsl embrace! of Meluhan's "externsl central nervous

system" is related to de Chardin's "Noosnhere" — and his conceptual belief %hat
in evolution everything that rises must converge. ‘

Teilard de Chordin =The Phanomenon of 11~n,1955 -

Throush the disccvery yesterday of the railwny,the motor coryand the aeroplane, the
physical influence of each man fornerly restricted to o few miles,now extends to
undreds of leszues or nmore. Betber 8till, thenks to the prodisious biological
events represented by the discovery of elecbro-masnatic waves,each individual
finds himself henceforih (actively or nassively ) simultaneously presenti over
land and sen,in every corner of the earth,

So that: in this way earth "finds its soul" = or MeLuhan's new form of cosmic

consciousness;or neo-tribalism -

Undersizndins Medin -

"th> compuber promises by tochnology a Pentnrcosial
condition of univers-1l understonding and unity"

n_the Global Villase,1968 -

‘}_l-

HeLuhon - Wor and Pezco

Then one has he~n hurt by new technology ,when the rivate person or the corporate
) = 7 5
body finds its emtire identity endangered by physical or psychic chango,it
VIR Tna a

ashes boaek in a fury of self-defence..,. "VIRY N2 THCHITOLOGY WBCHUSSITATAES A
NEY WAR.... (p.97-%) :

As a crash programme of Wos

stornization and educati-n y the war consists of intiating
the Tast in the mechanic 1 %

echanlogy of the industrial age. (p,37)

Understandine Medin -

Once we have surrendere’ our senses and nervous sysiens
to the privat~ manipulation of those who would try to beneTit from
takine 2 lenze on our eyes and ears and nerves,we don't rrally have
any rights left.

Lixample of MeLuhon's untruths:

There is an Oxford collere thai memorisnlized the life-long devotion of one of iis
servonts by the inscrintion @
H7? KW HIS PLACE
In the semi-feudal world of Oxford thzt remark has none of the sinisier or sne~ring
quality that it noturclly evokes in democraotic errs. mnrland is still a land in
which the highest agentry snd the lowly cockney shere a st of tribal loyalisies
thnt rxelude the pos~ibility of personal ambition or privaote goals. At both of
these so¢ial extreomes there ig in ageunntion of $otnl involvement in role thalb
renders the. siriving for socinl or comnercizl succrss ouite mewmingless.
(Counterbl st ,1969)
i.e., MeLuh~n's dream of the valid society closely rescombles that of the Anglo-Catholic

[ad

Americah expaitricite,Conservative Royalist,medievalist T.S.H1liot.
5 7 7 )




